
 
 

August 17, 2021 

 
 

 

President Joe Biden 

Executive Office of the President 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

 

 

Dear President Biden, 

 
Yesterday, you announced to the American people that part of our remaining mission in Afghanistan is to 

evacuate our Afghan allies and other vulnerable Afghans to safety outside of Afghanistan, and that our 

troops are securing the airfield to ensure the continued operation of civilian and military flights for that 

purpose. 

 

We write with a critical request: that the United States must do everything possible to securely hold the 
airport in Kabul until the rescue mission is complete and our citizens, allies, and vulnerable Afghans have 

had an opportunity to leave. We trust that the previous August 31st deadline you imposed on our military 

mission will not apply to this effort, and that we will stay as long as is necessary to complete it.  

 

In furtherance of this mission, we will need to be clear with the Taliban that they must allow safe passage 
of Afghans needing evacuation to the airport, and that they will face grave consequences if they threaten 

our troops or impede our evacuation efforts. We also urge you to allow SIVs and vulnerable Afghans 

slated for evacuation to stage at the airport for as long as necessary until their turn comes to get on a 

plane, so that they are not forced to hide in Kabul and to brave Taliban checkpoints later.  

 
We recognize that this is an extremely difficult endeavor. But it would be unconscionable and devastating 

to our credibility to leave our allies behind, given the commitments we have made. We should not 

consider ourselves bound to any past commitments we have made to the Taliban, who have never fully 

lived up to their part of the bargains they struck with us. All that should matter now is our moral 

obligation and strategic interest to help those who helped us, and to stand by the Afghans who bet their 

lives on the future we promised. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 
 

 
Tom Malinowski      Jason Crow 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Neal P. Dunn, M.D.      Ro Khanna 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

Anthony G. Brown       Ted Deutch   
Member of Congress      Member of Congress  
 
 

 
 
Elise Stefanik       Adam Schiff 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

     
 
 
 

         
Peter Welch       Seth Moulton 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 

 
 
       
 

David E. Price       Peter Meijer 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 

 
 
Gerald E. Connolly      Young Kim 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

Ami Bera, M.D      Elissa Slotkin 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 



 
 
 

 
 
Pramila Jayapal      Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M. 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

Don Bacon       Stephanie Murphy 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
    
 

 
 
Susan Wild       Adam Kinzinger 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

Albio Sires       James R. Langevin 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 

 
 
Joe Neguse       Abigail D. Spanberger 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

Filemon Vela       Ken Buck 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 

 
Jamie Raskin       Barbara Lee 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Micheal Waltz       Grace Meng 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 

 
 
Scott H. Peters      Dan Crenshaw 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

Mariannette Miller-Meeks, M.D.    Mikie Sherrill 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 

 
 
Kathy Manning      Ted Lieu 
Members of Congress     Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

 
Joaquin Castro      James P. McGovern    
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 

 
 
 
 

Nicole Malliotakis      Rick Larsen 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
Jim Costa        Sara Jacobs 
Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


